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COs and the Law 


The U. S. Supreme Court on Nov. 19 
heard the second of three conscientious ob- 
jector appeals against the Selective Service 
Act and its operations. 

The current appeal was the claim of Nick 
Falbo, Jehovah’s Witness, that he had been 
improperly denied exemption as a minister. 
Scores of other Jehovah’s Witnesses have 
appealed on the same grounds, but Falbo 
has been the only one to date to be heard 
by the nation’s highest court. 

Before a packed courtroom Falbo’s at- 
torney, Hayden C. Covington, argued that 
the decision of a local board was not final 
and should be open to court review. 

The Selective Service Act provides for 
the exemption of ministers by law, he con- 
tended, and Falbo could not be convicted 
for refusing service if the court found that 
he was, in fact, a minister, regardless of the 
decisions of the local and appeal boards. 

An accompanying statement was filed by 
the National Committee on COs of the 
ACLU, emphasizing the claim that there is 
now no adequate method by which COs can 
get judicial review of their Selective Serv- 
ice classifications. 

Counsel for the government was the So- 
licitor General, Charles Fahy, who argued 
that disobedience of a legal Selective Serv- 
ice order, in this case refusal to report to 
CPS, was not the proper method to contest 
a classification. Even if the classification 
is arbitrary, he declared, it cannot be chal- 
lenged until after induction, since the gov- 
ernment does not consider arbitrariness an 
excuse for failure to report. 

Decision of the court may be handed 
down some time this month. 

Falbo, 27, of Belle Vernon, Pa., was sen- 
tenced to a five-year term a year ago after 
his refusal to report to CPS. He is the 
third member of his family to be sentenced 
to five-year terms, two brothers, John and 
Ralph, having also refused CPS assign- 
ments. 

Each of the three CO appeals to reach the 
Supreme Court presents a slightly different 
phase of the problem. 

The Court denied last May the appeal 
of Whitney Bowles who asserted he was im- 
properly denied a IV-E classification. Falbo 
appealed for IV-D while Arthur Billings, 
whose argument is yet to be heard, is at- 
tempting to discover just when a man is 
legally a part of the army. Billings is now 
in an army guardhouse although he has 
refused to take the army oath or be finger- 
printed. 

Faust and Downing 


Vernie Faust and Richard Downing were 
in the custody of Federal authorities last 
week after refusing to work at the Dayton, 
O., mental hospital in protest against what 
they described as the “barbarous” condi- 
tions at the institution. 

Both men originally refused to continue 

(Continued on page 2) 


CBCO Week 


The Central Board for COs in London 
recently conducted a country-wide CO 
Week program to raise money for the sup- 
port of its activities. 

It collected, it announced, about 2,000 
pounds and one white feather. 





Third Generation 


The Sharp brothers, Marion and Preston, 
of Alabama, are third generation COs. 

Grandfather Sharp was a CO in the Civil 
War. Father Sharp was in prison during 
the last war and Marion and Preston are 
now each serving terms of two years in the 
Montgomery, Ala., Prison Camp for refusal 
to report to the army. 


Cleveland Hospital 


The CPS unit of 23 men at the Cleveland 
State (mental) hospital is being withdrawn 
with the consent of the hospital, the AFSC, 
NSBRO, and Selective Service. 

Reason for the withdrawal, according to 
the AFSC, was because “mutual distrust be- 
tween the administration and the unit has 
reached such a point that it would be best 
to remove the entire unit.” 

The situation at the hospital was recently 
aggravated by an attempt of the Cleveland 
Press to expose conditions of “brutality, 
malnutrition and lack of proper treatment” 
of patients in a series of articles which re- 
sulted in considerable publicity and a state 
investigation. 

PS men were not directly involved in 
the investigation and their services were 
praised by the Press but soon afterwards, 
Dr. Hans P. Lee, superintendent, demanded 
the discharge of eight of the CPS unit. 
His complaints against them were never 
officially made public, but at least two of 
the eight had given testimony against a 
regular attendant who was charged with 
brutal treatment of a 60-year-old patient. 

Unofficially, however, Dr. Lee presented 
a long list of grievances against the eight 
COs, most of which were felt to be com- 
paratively minor by the AFSC and NSBRO. 

These were answered by an equally long 
list of complaints against the administration 
presented by members of the unit, leading 
Victor Olson, Selective Service investigator, 
to remark on their “conspicuous lack of 
tolerance.” 

The men are being transferred back to 
camp and perhaps may later be assigned to 
other hospital units since it was agreed that 
their removal would not be considered 
against their records. Almost all were con- 
vinced of the importance of mental hospi- 
tal work, and the demand for attendants 
remains critical all over the country. 

(Continued on page 2) 


Statistics 


A gradual levelling off of the overall 
CPS increase was shown by studies of the 
past six months prepared by the NSBRO 
Camp Section. 

The net gain in CPS strength for the past 
three months was only 208 men, comparing 
with a net gain in the preceding three 
months of 566 men. This total of 774 men 
during the past half year was little more 
than half of the previous six-month figure 
which showed a gain of about 1,300. 

Farm deferments, which have reduced 
Mennonite and Brethren assignments to a 
fraction of what they used to be, plus an 
improved system of discharge, are the two 
chief factors in holding down CPS induc- 
tion figures, the Camp Section believed. 

(Continued on page 2) 


Dependency 


The NSBRO Board of Directors has ap- 
proved a temporary, stop-gap plan to aid 
with CO dependency problems until the 
responsibility is assumed by the Congress 

The bill to divert the frozen earnings 
of CPS men themselves to the problem is 
still before the House Military Affairs Com- 
mittee where it was proposed a month ago. 
Some optimism was still expressed, how- 
ever, for the ultimate success of the 
measure. 

The “frozen fund,’ made up of wages 
earned by CPS farmers and emergency 
farm workers who aren’t allowed to keep 
their money, now amounts to about $200,- 
000, rather than the $75,000 previously esti- 
mated in THe Reporrer. 

Meanwhile the Board of Directors ap- 
proved a Dependency Council with an 
initial $2,000 backing to take care of the 
more serious cases. 

Dependents of men in prison and men in 
the government camp are also included, it 
was emphasized. 

Men now in camp who feel they have 
dependency problems not now solved are 
urged to write to their respective admin- 
istrative agencies. 

Men not yet assigned are asked to state 
their dependency problems at the time they 
return their questionnaires to the NSBRO., 
Those who are members of the peace 
churches will be referred to their own 
service committees. 

Others will be handled through the De- 
pendency Council, with the exception of 
those men assigned to Friends camps. In 
this case, the AFSC feels that it already 
has an adequate program of aid and would 
prefer to handle the problem in its own 
way. 

Duties of the Council 


The Dependency Council will first at- 
tempt to obtain a sympathetic and objec- 
tive report of the needs of each applicant, 
perhaps through a competent person in his 
community. Accredited social case work 
agencies may be called in for consultation 
where it is agreeable with the assignee and 
his dependents. 

The Council will first, in cooperation with 
the NSBRO’s Advi isory Section, examine 
the registrant’s case to determine whether 
or not he might be eligible for a “hard- 
ship” classification from his local draft 
board. If so, he is advised of his rights 
and the correct procedure for making such 
an application. 

If not, the Council will then attempt to 
work out the problem locally, seeking the 
aid of the applicant’s church group or local 
Fellowship of Reconciliation in finding his 
wife or other eligible dependents suitable 
jobs. This may mean helping them clear 
with the U. S. Employment Service, or 

(Continued on page 2) 


Royalty Yet 


The assignee bearing the order number 
11635 at the Magnolia, Ark., CPS camp is 
Prince Louis Phillippe de Bourbon, Jr., of 
the “Maison Royale de Bourbon.” 

The Prince is 18 and a resident of Okla- 
homa City. His affiliation was listed as 
“unknown.” 
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Executive Camp 


Dependency—(from page 1) 
finding them a place with some sympathetic 
employer. 

If these solutions are inadequate, the 
Council is empowered to issue cash grants 
from a fund set up by the Mennonites. 
Brethren, FOR and other interested groups 


The Council will also maintain files of 
individual cases, checking back on them 
periodically to make sure that the needs 
still exist and they are being properly met. 


Cleveland Hospital—(from page 1) 


In addition to Mr. Olson, those who went 
out at various times to investigate the CPS 
situation were Miss Mary Corcoran of Selec- 
tive Service and the U. S. Public Health 
Service; David E. Swift of the AFSC, and 
Claude Shotts of the NSBRO. 

Meanwhile the investigation at the hos- 
pital was still continuing. 


Hospital Conference 

Assistant directors of New England hos- 
pital units met with their superintendents 
and agency representatives Nov. 9 to 11 to 
iron out details of administrative problems. 

The conference was described as a gen- 
eral follow-up to the Philadelphia Hospital 
Conference last summer. Institutions repre- 
sented included the Brattleboro, Vt., Re- 
treat, the Mansfield, Conn., Training School, 
and state mental hospitals at Concord, 
N. H.; Middletown, Norwich and New- 
town, Conn. 


Statistics—(from page 1) 


During the past six months 597 men have 
been discharged, more than a third of the 
totl adischarge in CPS’ two and a half 
year history. Largest single cause for dis- 
charge is physical disability. 

Highest level of CPS inductions was 
reached during the summer and fall of 1942 
when about 600 men were being assigned 
each month and very few were discharged. 
The rate of increase led administrative 
agencies to estimate that CPS would in- 
clude 10,000 men by the end of 1943. 

At the present rate of increase, the figure 
will probably be closer to 7,000. The total 
on Nov. 15, 1943, was 6,760. This was dis- 
tributed, by administrative agency, as fol- 
lows: 
Mennonite: Base Camps 
Special Projects 
Total 
Base Camps 
Special Projects 
Total 
Base Camps 
Special Projects 
Total 


Friends: 


Brethren: 


Government 
Miscellaneous 
Cooperative 
Catholic 
Methodist 


From the Camps 


The BSC unit at Castaner, Puerto Rico, 
“experienced its best month since the work 


started there,” according to Director Rufus 
King’s October report. 

“Activity, interest, planning and morale 
were at a new high.” He also listed a 
hurricane, a CPS marriage and the acquisi- 
tion of a blood bank for the unit’s hospital. 

Development of the new MCC and 
AFSC units at La Plata and Zalduondo 
were proceeding more slowly, he reported, 
with a good many difficulties, particularly 
in the case of the latter which is awaiting 
the arrival of a doctor. Both new units 
are now attempting to build combined hos- 
nital and community centers and develop 
their clinical facilities. 

There are now 33 CPS men in Puerto 
Rico and approved vacancies for 17 others. 


Because transportation and expense are 
both major items in the development of 
these units, vacancies will probably be filled 
slowly. 

Florida Camps 

Similar comment was made on the re- 
ports of the three Fiorida Public Health 
Service camps by Claude Shotts of the 
NSBRO Special Projects Section. 

Pointing out that hookworm is Florida’s 
greatest public health menace, he declared 
that each of the three CPS units “is taking 
on more than it can do and is setting out 
to do it.” 

Building prives to help combat hookworm 
is only one of the problems facing the men, 
he said. From all three units, COs are being 
called on to: 

Build baskets to steam dishes in school 
cafeterias, test cows for Bangs disease, 
sereen children from flies, assist the state 
dentist in his trailer clinic, make health 
surveys, wire and paint the town clinic. 

“Tf the Polk County unit should reach 
its high goal of 25 privies per week, it would 
take 200 weeks, or approximately four 
years, to provide privies for the families 
who need them,” he asserted. 

“The challenge of this work is so great 
among the CPS men that its continuance 
after the war seems evident.” 


Aaron Sensenig 


Aaron Sensenig, CPS farmer assigned to 
the Summit County, Ohio, Home, went 
back to work last month after recovering 
from a brain concussion and scalp wounds 
suffered when hit by a car. 

Sensenig, another assignee Robert Steiner 
and three others were sitting in front of 
the Home the evening of Sept. 2 when a 
woman lost control of her car and drove 
right into them. 

One man was killed, Sensenig was laid up 
for 64 days, while Steiner suffered bruises. 


CPS Sheriff 


Harold R. Flincker, Cooperstown, N. Y., 
assignee, decided not to run as Socialist 
candidate for county sheriff because he 
realized that “the issues of pacifism and 
socialism were being confused by the towns- 
people.” 

He also Wanted to act in the best in- 
terests of the camp, according to a memo- 
randum from Cooperstown campers who 
declared that his withdrawal was net 
prompted solely by Selective Service pres- 
sure. 


COs and the Law—(from page 1) 


at the hospital or to return to camp, al- 
though they later agreed to the latter. Bar- 
rett Hollister of the NSBRO went to Ohio 
last week in an attempt to convince the 
Federal Attorney that the prosecution 
should be dropped and the men allowed to 
return to camp. 


Igal Roodenko 


Igal Roodenko, government camp as- 
signee who began a combined hunger and 
work strike in sympathy with the censor- 
ship hunger strikers in Lewisburg Peniten- 
tiary, was arrested on the 12th day of his 
strike at the camp. He was later released 
under bond and in now in the east awaiting 
indictment. 

Jack Smock, another Mancos assignee, ac- 
companied Roodenko on his hunger strike 
but continued to work meanwhile. He was 
not involved in the prosecution. 

To date at least eight men have walked 

(Continued on page 7) 





